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The aim of this article is to examine the structure and foundational principles of the
Lak calendrical system. The central research question focuses on identifying which
aspects of the Lak people's way of life have given rise to the formation of their local
calendar. The findings indicate that the structure and foundational principles of this
calendar are primarily based on the livelihood patterns of the Lak community. This
article has been composed using a descriptive methodology and is based on data
gathered through fieldwork, document analysis, and library research. The geographical
scope of the present study includes three Lak-inhabited counties in Lorestan Province:
Nurabad, Kuhdasht, and Alishtar (Lakestan). One of the subjects that has drawn the
attention of cultural researchers and Iranologists is the study of calendars and the
examination of local timekeeping systems among various ethnic groups in Iran.
However, this topic has not yet been independently explored in relation to the Lak
ethnic group. The Laks are an independent group of Iranian-speaking peoples who
possess a rich heritage of ancient cultural elements. The Lak calendar is based on the
method of measuring time and calculating days, weeks, months, and specific time-
related terminologies, all of which are rooted in the native lifestyle and living
conditions of the particular regions inhabited by the Lak people. These calendrical
elements have been preserved through oral tradition across generations.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The examination of indigenous calendrical systems among Iranian ethnic groups offers critical
insight into the cultural, environmental, and cosmological frameworks through which time is experienced
and organized. This article focuses on the Lak ethnic group of Lorestan Province, aiming to analyze the
structural foundations and socio-historical significance of their local calendar. Unlike the nationally
recognized solar or Islamic lunar calendars, the Lak calendar remains orally transmitted and embedded in
everyday pastoralist and agricultural life. While the general Iranian calendrical tradition—especially the
solar-based system going back to Zoroastrian antiquity—is well documented (Tagizadeh, 1937), the
specific modalities by which the Laks structure time have been notably absent from scholarly discourse.
This study attempts to fill this gap by grounding the analysis in ethnographic fieldwork, local oral histories,
and historical comparisons. It argues that the Lak calendar is not a static timekeeping device but a living
cultural system inextricably tied to environmental changes, labor cycles, and spiritual beliefs. It represents
a cosmology of time that intertwines secular and sacred rhythms and resists the homogenizing influence
of state-imposed temporalities.

Methodologically, the study is rooted in ethnographic inquiry, with an emphasis on cultural
semiotics and oral transmission. The research covers three Lak-populated counties in Lorestan Province:
Nurabad, Kuhdasht, and Alishtar—collectively known as Lakestan. The research identifies a gap in prior
literature on this subject. For instance, while Hadi Esfandiari’s book Laks: The Unknown Ethnic Group
discusses socio-political conditions, it neglects timekeeping practices. Similarly, Askari Alam, in his
works on oral literature and Luri-Laki dictionaries, does not address calendar systems (Askari Alam, 2003).
This neglect partly stems from the oral nature of Lak calendrical knowledge, which does not easily fit
within the written historical record traditionally dominated by ruling elites. The article argues that oral
traditions deserve equal if not more scholarly attention, particularly for understanding subaltern
epistemologies. In the case of the Laks, poetic terms for months, celestial markers, and seasonal shifts
continue to guide agricultural and pastoralist activities and have survived centuries of historical disruption,
Islamic calendrical dominance, and urban migration.

The Lak people, like other Iranian groups, often face erasure or reduction in ethnographic
categorizations. They have been variably classified as Kurds (Bedlisi, 1964; Bedlisi, 1959; Curzon, 1994),
Lurs (Amanollahi, 1991; Izadpanah, 1988), or a branch of either group (YYasemi, 1990). However, increasing
scholarly evidence supports their status as a distinct ethnolinguistic community (Garavand, 2001; Valizadeh
Mo'jezzi, 1962; Yousefvand, 2008b). The structure of the Lak calendar reinforces this identity claim. The
calendar draws from both pre-Islamic and Islamic concepts of time, yet adapts them to local experience.
It includes “shesha” (six-day cycles), “dehe” (ten-day segments), and month names such as “mongarma”
(for mid-summer heat) and “kahalpakakar” (referring to seed-carrying thistles dispersed by wind). These
names are not arbitrary but encode ecological knowledge, community memory, and seasonal labor. They
reflect a hybrid ontology in which myth, cosmology, and meteorology converge. The Lak calendar also
marks auspicious and inauspicious days based on lunar events, folk poetry, and celestial observation,
showing strong continuity with Zoroastrian and pre-Islamic Iranian thought (Bahar, 1997; Yousefvand,
2013).
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Time for the Laks is not merely linear but cyclical and symbolic. For instance, the start of the
agricultural year is associated with Nowruz and spring, while the pastoral year begins in early summer
after the livestock trade, a period referred to as “mereo.” The use of star-based timing, including
recognition of the Pleiades constellation (“haft torem”™) and Venus (“zela”), allows shepherds and villagers
to measure time in the absence of mechanical clocks. These astronomical markers signal not just the hour
but also social responsibilities such as herding, milking, or travel. This dual time system—solar-lunar and
agricultural-pastoral—functions without contradiction. The terms used for different hours of the day,
seasons, and astronomical signs constitute an alternative epistemology of time. Moreover, the month of
“mongasea” or “black month” (Azar), signals a temporal affect—the psychological weight of a lifeless
landscape and dormant economic activity—marking a moment not just in nature but in social mood and
rhythm. Similarly, special attention is paid to “nuhs” (inauspicious days), such as the 13th of Nowruz,
which recall ancient eschatological fears and ritual avoidance behaviors (Homa'i, 1961; Tagizadeh, 1937).

In reconstructing the Lak calendar, the article provides a detailed comparison between Lak
temporal concepts and ancient Iranian calendrical traditions. The authors draw parallels between terms
found in the Lak lexicon and those of Pahlavi and Avestan origin, such as “wehar” for spring or “zamga”
for winter (Yousefvand, 2013). These linguistic continuities are not coincidental but signal the deep
historical memory embedded in everyday speech and seasonal behavior. For example, the term “word”
(verd) for the agricultural year—beginning in autumn—may reflect the ancient Iranian practice of starting
the year post-harvest. Such semantic echoes lend weight to the thesis that the Lak calendar preserves pre-
Islamic Iranian models of timekeeping filtered through centuries of oral transmission. Importantly, this
calendar is also gendered and communal: collective memory of events such as famines, plagues, or tribal
conflicts becomes encoded in local time reckoning as markers for counting years. The absence of fixed
written records has not undermined the durability of this calendar; rather, its oral and symbolic nature has
enabled it to remain adaptive, fluid, and context-sensitive.

The final section of the article critiques the academic and institutional neglect of the Lak calendar.
Despite its rich historical and ethnographic value, the calendar has largely been omitted from national
discussions of cultural heritage. This omission can be attributed to the lack of an administratively defined
Lak province, the dominance of Kurdish and Luri identity politics, and the prioritization of standardized,
written calendars over oral, experiential ones. Scholars have often reproduced the assumption that the
Laks are a subset of other groups without examining their distinct cultural systems (Askari Alam, 2003;
Yousefvand, 2013). By documenting the Lak calendar, this article challenges such oversights and calls for
a pluralistic understanding of Iranian temporalities. It argues that the Lak calendar should not be viewed
as an exotic relic, but as a resilient system that continues to structure life, identity, and memory.
Furthermore, it positions calendrical knowledge as a form of cultural resistance—a way for marginalized
communities to assert agency over their historical narrative and temporal order.

In conclusion, the Lak calendar is not merely a time-measuring system but a dynamic cultural
institution that embodies the ecological awareness, social organization, and spiritual worldview of an
underrecognized Iranian ethnic group. It persists not by resisting change but by adapting to ecological
shifts, economic needs, and interethnic interactions. By recovering this calendar, the study not only
addresses a historiographical void but also affirms the role of oral tradition in safeguarding intangible
heritage. It offers a model for engaging with similar indigenous timekeeping systems and highlights the
importance of integrating them into national cultural and academic frameworks. Ultimately, the Lak



Yousefvand Journal of Social-Political Studies of Iran’s Culture and History: 4:1 (2025) 330-345

calendar serves as a living testimony to the ways in which time is not just measured, but deeply
experienced, narrated, and remembered.
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