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The revolutionary system in the thought of Ayatollah Khamenei serves as a
comprehensive framework for Islamic governance, playing a pivotal role in
achieving the ideals of the Islamic Revolution and advancing modern Islamic
This system, emphasizing principles such as justice,
independence, freedom, and spirituality, is designed as a dynamic and flexible
model capable of adapting to changing circumstances and countering internal

civilization.

and external challenges. This article examines the structural, behavioral, and
contextual indicators of the revolutionary system. Structural indicators include
Islamic foundations and the principle of the Guardianship of the Jurist (Wilayat
al-Faqih), which play a crucial role in maintaining the system's identity and
legitimacy. Behavioral indicators focus on the role of righteous officials and
revolutionary decision-making in achieving justice and combating corruption,
while contextual indicators, including public insight, participation, and
national unity, act as key elements in strengthening social cohesion and
solidarity. The article also explores the organic connection between these
indicators and principles, demonstrating how their precise articulation
contributes to the system's dynamism and efficiency. Furthermore, the impact
of the revolutionary system on the process of Islamic civilization-building is
discussed, spanning from state-building to society-building and ultimately
reaching the stage of civilization-building, enabling the revolutionary system
to inspire other Islamic societies. Finally, recommendations are presented for
expanding and operationalizing the principles of the revolutionary system,
along with suggestions for future research that can further enhance the system's
vitality and effectiveness.

Keywords: Revolutionary system, Islamic governance, Guardianship of the
Jurist, social justice, modern Islamic civilization, public participation,
national unity.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The revolutionary system, as conceptualized by Ayatollah Khamenei, is a unique and
comprehensive model of Islamic governance that seeks to preserve the ideals of the Islamic Revolution
while addressing contemporary challenges. It combines foundational principles such as justice,
independence, freedom, and spirituality to establish a framework that is not only responsive to societal
needs but also resilient against external and internal pressures. This model transcends the conventional
governance paradigms by integrating Islamic values with modern administrative strategies, aiming to
create a sustainable and adaptable system. The revolutionary system's ability to maintain its ideological
roots while evolving with socio-political realities positions it as a significant paradigm for Islamic
governance in the modern era (Hosseini, 2017).

At the heart of this system are its structural indicators, prominently the Islamic foundations and
the principle of the Guardianship of the Jurist (Wilayat al-Faqih). These components serve as the
cornerstone of the revolutionary system, ensuring its adherence to Islamic principles and maintaining its
legitimacy. The Guardianship of the Jurist provides a dynamic leadership model that adapts to changing
circumstances while upholding the system's core values. This principle not only anchors the system
ideologically but also functions as a unifying force within society, promoting cohesion and stability.
Justice is central to this structural foundation, with its implementation serving as a benchmark for
evaluating the performance of institutions and officials within the system. This alignment between the
principles and governance practices exemplifies the revolutionary system's distinctiveness in harmonizing
ideology and practical governance (Abbasi, 2018; Mohammadi, 2016).

Behavioral indicators, focusing on the role of righteous officials and revolutionary decision-
making, further highlight the operational dynamics of the system. Righteous officials are expected to
embody the values of the Islamic Revolution, such as integrity, accountability, and commitment to public
welfare. Their decisions should reflect a balance between ideological adherence and pragmatic
considerations to address the diverse needs of the society. Revolutionary decision-making emphasizes
proactive and justice-oriented policies that prioritize national interests and public welfare over individual
or factional gains. This approach to governance fosters trust among citizens and strengthens the system's
legitimacy. Furthermore, combating corruption is identified as a critical aspect of these behavioral
indicators, as corruption undermines the system's credibility and erodes public trust. Ayatollah Khamenei
consistently underscores the necessity of eradicating corruption to maintain justice and social harmony,
highlighting the interplay between governance and ethical imperatives (Hosseini, 2017; Nasiri, 2019).

The contextual indicators of the revolutionary system—public insight, participation, and national
unity—play a pivotal role in sustaining its vibrancy and legitimacy. Public insight is regarded as an
essential quality for a revolutionary society, enabling citizens to critically assess socio-political
developments and discern the intentions of adversaries. This insight acts as a safeguard against internal
and external threats, ensuring that the public remains aligned with the system's goals. Participation extends
beyond electoral engagement, encompassing broader involvement in economic, social, and cultural
activities. This participatory approach not only strengthens the relationship between the government and
the people but also fosters a sense of collective responsibility for achieving the system's objectives.
National unity, on the other hand, is vital for maintaining social cohesion and overcoming divisions that
could undermine the revolutionary system. It requires the promotion of shared values and the active
engagement of all societal groups in the system's processes (Soleimani, 2017; Yazdani & Qasemi, 2011).
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The revolutionary system's broader impact lies in its capacity to contribute to the process of Islamic
civilization-building. This process begins with state-building, where the focus is on establishing
institutions and policies grounded in Islamic principles. State-building sets the stage for society-building,
wherein Islamic values are embedded in the cultural and social fabric of the community. Ultimately, these
efforts culminate in civilization-building, characterized by the creation of a global model of governance
that integrates material progress with spiritual and moral development. Ayatollah Khamenei envisions the
revolutionary system as a prototype for achieving this goal, emphasizing the need for continuous
innovation and adherence to Islamic principles. The interconnectedness of the system's indicators
facilitates this progression, as each component reinforces the others to create a cohesive and sustainable
framework for governance (Ghahami & Ajorloo, 2018; Moienipour & Ghorasban, 2019; Mousavi, 2017).

In conclusion, the revolutionary system, as articulated by Ayatollah Khamenei, offers a
comprehensive and adaptive model of governance that addresses the challenges of modern Islamic
societies. Its structural, behavioral, and contextual indicators provide a coherent framework for achieving
justice, fostering public participation, and promoting national unity. Moreover, the system's emphasis on
ethical governance and spiritual values distinguishes it from conventional models, offering a holistic
approach to statecraft. By integrating these principles into the governance structure, the revolutionary
system not only preserves the ideals of the Islamic Revolution but also paves the way for the establishment
of a modern Islamic civilization. Future research can further explore the system's applicability in diverse

socio-political contexts and its potential as a model for governance in other Islamic countries.
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