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The role of humans and their culture on the environment is undeniable, as
culture and the environment are intertwined and inseparable. Culture plays a
significant role in the development or degradation of natural and biological
resources. The present study aims to examine the impact of local culture on
environmental crises. The methodology of this research is interpretive, and the
research method is qualitative. The target population consists of published texts
related to local culture and the environment within the time span of 2000-2024.
The data analysis method is qualitative content analysis. The findings indicate
that local culture contributes to mitigating environmental crises through
emphasizing the protection of nature, attributing spiritual and intrinsic value to
nature, promoting sustainable agriculture, ensuring sustainable livelihoods,
and advocating responsible, purposeful, and ethical utilization of natural
resources. Thus, the potentials of local cultures can be leveraged to achieve
sustainable development and reduce environmental crises.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Environmental crises, including climate change, pollution, and biodiversity loss, pose significant
global threats (Khosravipour et al., 2024). These crises impact human well-being and exacerbate
inequalities. While technological solutions are important, addressing the cultural roots of environmental
problems is crucial (Rajput & Bajaj, 2011). Many argue for a shift in human values and behaviors towards
environmental responsibility (Willuweit, 2009). Research shows a strong link between culture and
environmental behavior (Aghayari Hir et al., 2017; Hajizadeh Mimandi et al., 2014; Nabavi & Mokhtari, 2018).
Culture influences how societies interact with nature, and environmental ethics are essential for
sustainable development (Adhami & Akbarzadeh, 2011; Ajdari, 2003). Modernity's emphasis on human
dominance over nature has contributed to environmental degradation (Eslamzade, 2003; Mohammadzadeh,
2013). In contrast, postmodernism recognizes the reciprocal relationship between local cultures and nature
(Abdollahi, 2003; Fahimi & Mashhadi, 2009). Recent research highlights the importance of local
communities and their cultures in adapting to environmental change, while criticizing existing policies for
over-reliance on technology, incompatibility with local contexts, and a lack of understanding of social
dynamics (Eriksen, 2021; Galappaththi et al., 2020; Nightingale et al., 2021). This research investigates the
impact of local culture on mitigating environmental crises.

Methods and Materials

This research employed an interpretive, qualitative methodology using content analysis of existing
literature. The study examined research on local culture and the environment published between 1980 and
2024 (Gregorian calendar) and 1380 and 1402 (lranian calendar). Defining culture as a multi-faceted
concept encompassing beliefs, values, behaviors, and their transmission across generations, as well as
their manifestation in the physical environment, the research used keywords such as "local culture,”
"indigenous knowledge," "adaptation,” "conservationism," "land ethics," "environmental ethics," and
"sustainability policies" to identify relevant articles. From an initial pool of 50 articles, 22 were selected
for in-depth analysis based on their abstracts and titles. The content analysis followed a standard process:
defining research questions, selecting the sample, determining the analytical approach, designing and
implementing a coding process (using inductive coding from the data), and analyzing the coded results.

Findings

The analysis of the selected literature revealed several key themes connecting local culture and the
mitigation of environmental crises. A core finding was the emphasis on a harmonious relationship between
humans and nature, reflected in practices like sustainable resource management based on indigenous
knowledge and an eco-centric worldview that values the interconnectedness of all living things. This
translated into practical applications such as sustainable and eco-centric agriculture, utilizing traditional
methods, natural fertilizers, and crop rotation to minimize environmental impact. Furthermore, a spiritual
and intrinsic value assigned to nature within many local cultures fostered respect for living beings and
discouraged overexploitation. Sustainable livelihoods, often built upon indigenous knowledge, promoted
self-sufficiency and reduced reliance on consumerism. This knowledge also formed the bedrock for
sustainable ecological development, ensuring that practices were adapted to specific ecosystems and
prioritized biodiversity conservation. Finally, a strong sense of responsibility towards the environment,
manifested in responsible behaviors, eco-friendly lifestyles, and climate-conscious architecture,
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underscored the importance of purposeful, ethical interactions with nature and the implementation of local
solutions to environmental challenges.

Discussion and Conclusion

The environment is one of the most important sources of meeting human needs. However, we are
witnessing the destruction of the environment by humans day by day. Improper use of environmental
resources, wrong and unprincipled planning has caused water, soil and air in human environments to be
destroyed and their health to be reduced. Perhaps many factors can be named for the destruction of the
human environment, but none are as important as the cultural structure of the people of society. The role
of humans and their culture on the environment has an undeniable effect, and culture and environment are
two intertwined issues and cannot be separated. Culture is an important factor in the development or
destruction of natural and biological resources. Meanwhile, local culture, as a collection of beliefs, norms,
customs and lifestyles, shapes how humans interact with the environment. In some local cultures, respect
for nature and sustainable use of natural resources is an important part of social values and norms, which
can lead to a reduction in environmental crises. For example, in some rural and tribal communities,
informal laws and local traditions play an important role in managing resources such as forests, water and
agricultural lands, and ensure that these resources are used in a sustainable manner. The aim of this
research was to investigate the relationship between local culture and environmental crises. The results of
the analysis of theoretical literature related to local culture show that local culture, by relying on the criteria
and principles of nature conservation, intrinsic and spiritual valuing of nature, sustainable agriculture,
sustainable livelihood, sustainable and ecological development, responsible, purposeful and ethical use of
nature helps to reduce environmental crises. Accordingly, it is suggested that in order to address
environmental crises, policymakers and environmental researchers should consider cultural diversity and
the role of local cultures. Environmental management and protection strategies should be designed based
on an accurate understanding of local culture and the use of indigenous knowledge. Education and
promotion of environmental awareness at the local level can be one of the effective tools to change
environmental attitudes and behaviors. In this way, the capacities of local cultures can be used for
sustainable development and reduction of environmental crises.
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