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Addressing women's issues and providing innovative solutions has always
been part of modernization in the contemporary world and Iran. In his
authoritarian modernization, Reza Shah, with a quasi-modernist approach to
the issue of women, adopted the policy of banning and unveiling the hijab. This
policy, while maintaining its foundations, continued during the reign of the
second Pahlavi with changes in method. This policy provoked widespread
social reaction and resistance from segments of society and religious leaders.
Among them, Imam Khomeini, in his speeches, repeatedly referred to this
government action, criticizing these policies and condemning the Pahlavi
regime's approach to the issue of women and the hijab. The present study,
aiming to explain Imam Khomeini's stance toward these actions, adopts a
descriptive-analytical method using library resources, seeking to answer the
question: What was Imam Khomeini's position on Pahlavi's modernist policies
regarding women, particularly on the issue of the hijab? The research findings
indicate that on one hand, he defended women's hijab and explicitly opposed
the unveiling policy of Reza Shah and Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi. On the
other hand, while raising awareness and warning the public about Pahlavi's
negative propaganda against the hijab, he praised the fighters and leaders who
stood against the unveiling policy. The influence of Imam's approach in society
led to political challenges and increasing divergence between the people and
the government, which also played a role in the occurrence of the Islamic
Revolution.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The role of Imam Khomeini in shaping societal views regarding women's issues, especially in the
context of the Pahlavi era's unveiling policies, has been significant. The unveiling of the hijab, a symbol
of modernity during the reign of Reza Shah and later his son Mohammad Reza Shah, was met with
significant resistance from both religious leaders and sections of society. Imam Khomeini, as a staunch
opponent of the regime’s secularist policies, used his religious influence to mobilize public opinion against
these measures. This article aims to outline the key arguments presented in the article regarding
Khomeini’s stance on Pahlavi’s policies, the methods used in the study, and the broader implications of

Khomeini’s resistance to the unveiling policy.

The policy of unveiling, introduced under Reza Shah in 1936, was framed as part of the regime's
broader efforts to modernize Iran by aligning cultural practices with Western norms. However, the
enforcement of this policy clashed with deeply entrenched religious values and traditions in Iranian
society. Reza Shah, inspired by Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk's secular reforms in Turkey, viewed the removal
of the hijab as a crucial step in integrating women into the modern public sphere (Zariri, 2005). His son,
Mohammad Reza Shah, while less forceful in his approach, continued to promote unveiling through
cultural propaganda, including media and cinema, which subtly ridiculed veiled women. The combined
efforts of both monarchs to impose Westernized notions of modernity on Iranian women were a central

point of contention for Khomeini and other religious leaders.

The research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, utilizing library resources to assess Imam
Khomeini's speeches and writings regarding the unveiling policy. Imam Khomeini consistently critiqued
both Reza Shah and Mohammad Reza Shah for their attempts to undermine Islamic values through the
enforcement of secular policies, particularly concerning women's dress. His speeches frequently
highlighted the ways in which the Pahlavi regime's efforts to unveil women were part of a broader agenda
to erode the influence of Islam in public life (Khomeini, 1999). Khomeini's criticism was not limited to the
unveiling itself; he condemned the larger Western cultural infiltration that he believed was damaging the

moral fabric of Iranian society.

The findings of this research show that Khomeini’s opposition to the unveiling policy was deeply
rooted in his broader ideological stance against Westernization and secularism. Khomeini viewed the
Pahlavi regime's unveiling policy as a direct attack on the Islamic way of life, which, in his view, was
being replaced by superficial and morally corrupt Western values (Kadivar, 2008). Khomeini's rhetoric
during this period not only focused on the cultural degradation caused by unveiling but also on the political
ramifications of adopting Western policies that alienated the population from their religious and cultural
roots.

Khomeini’s critique of the unveiling policy gained traction as it resonated with the experiences of
many Iranians, particularly the clergy and religious scholars, who saw the policy as an affront to Islamic
teachings. The study highlights that Khomeini’s ability to frame the unveiling of women as part of a larger
anti-Islamic agenda helped to galvanize political resistance against the Pahlavi regime. His speeches,
which often praised those who resisted the unveiling, played a significant role in fostering a sense of
Islamic identity that directly opposed the secular modernization projects of the Pahlavis (Khomeini, 1993).
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This opposition ultimately contributed to the growing political challenges that culminated in the Islamic
Revolution of 1979.

In conclusion, the study underscores the importance of Khomeini’s ideological stance against
Westernization and his emphasis on preserving Islamic values in the face of secular policies like the
unveiling. His leadership in the resistance to the unveiling policy was not only a cultural and religious
battle but also a political one, positioning him as a central figure in the opposition to the Pahlavi regime.
By framing the unveiling as part of a broader anti-Islamic agenda, Khomeini was able to mobilize religious
and political opposition, leading to increased divergence between the people and the state. This divergence
played a critical role in the eventual overthrow of the Pahlavi dynasty and the establishment of the Islamic
Republic.
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