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Coins and mints are among the most significant historical sources for
examining the economic, political, and cultural transformations of societies.
The city of Shiraz, as one of the major economic centers of Iran following the
advent of Islam, consistently played a prominent role in coin production and
the regional monetary system. This study investigates the coins minted in
Shiraz and the active mints of this city across various post-Islamic periods.
Employing a descriptive—analytical method and drawing on historical sources
as well as numismatic specimens, the study analyzes the evolution of coin
design, script, material composition, and engraved inscriptions. The findings
indicate that the mints of Shiraz underwent notable changes in minting
practices across different Islamic periods, influenced by prevailing political
and economic developments. Furthermore, the study demonstrates that coins
minted in Shiraz reflect the fiscal policies of successive governments, the
degree of economic autonomy, and the cultural influences characteristic of
each period.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Coins and mints constitute one of the most important categories of material evidence for
reconstructing the economic, political, and cultural history of premodern societies, because they preserve
direct traces of state authority, monetary policy, metallurgical capability, and symbolic communication.
In the historiography of Iran after the rise of Islam, the city of Shiraz occupies a particularly significant
position, not only as an urban and regional center in Fars, but also as an active minting center whose
coinage reflected larger transformations in political sovereignty, administrative control, and fiscal
organization. The present study addresses the coins and mints of Shiraz after Islam with the aim of
clarifying how this city participated in the evolving monetary system of Islamic Iran and how its coinage
mirrored the transition from late antique traditions to Islamic political and ideological forms. Previous
scholarship has shown that coins from different Iranian periods can reveal changing relationships between
metal supply, state authority, and regional economy, while technical analyses such as PIXE and XRF have
demonstrated the importance of metallic composition and silver fineness in assessing monetary policy and
economic conditions (Haji Valiiei et al., 2008; Khademi Nadooshan, 2011; Masjedi Khak et al., 2013; Neyestani
et al., 2014; Oliaiy et al., 1999; Sodaei & Kashani, 2013; Sodaei et al., 2013). Building on these insights, the
article interprets Shiraz not merely as a local mint, but as a historical node in which imperial imitation,
Islamic reform, regional autonomy, and commercial circulation converged in the medium of coinage
(Miles et al., 1984; Rezaei Baghbidi, 2014; Treadwell, 2001).

The broader historical background of Islamic coinage is essential for understanding the later
monetary role of Shiraz, because the first Muslim issues emerged through a gradual process of
appropriation, adaptation, and reform rather than through an immediate and complete break with
Byzantine and Sasanian precedents. Early Islamic rulers initially used coins modeled on Roman and
Iranian prototypes, and the earliest Islamic issues still retained many visual and formal features of earlier
monetary traditions, including inherited iconography, pre-Islamic conventions of authority, and
multilingual inscriptions (Al-Magrizi; Nagshbandi). Historical accounts attribute some of the earliest
Islamic coin issues to figures such as Khalid ibn al-Walid and other early rulers, while disputes over the
first Islamic dinar indicate that monetary reform unfolded gradually and was remembered differently by
later historians (Al-Magrizi; Noubari; Zaydan). Although some later narratives associate the earliest formal
Islamic coinage with Imam Ali, the most decisive turning point is generally linked with the monetary
reform of Abd al-Malik ibn Marwan, who established a distinct Islamic coin type, standardized
inscriptions, and replaced inherited imperial symbols with explicitly Islamic formulae and Qur’anic
expressions (Al-Baladhuri & Azarnoush, 1984; Al-Bustani; Al-Dhahabi; Al-Tabari & Payandeh, 1973; Ibn al-
Athir, 1985). These developments transformed coinage into an overt instrument of Islamic sovereignty,
ideological representation, and administrative centralization. At the same time, later attempts to regulate
purity, weight, and consistency reveal that coinage was not only a symbolic medium but also a practical
site of intervention in the economic life of the polity (Ibn al-Athir, 1985; Shushtari; Zaydan).

Within this broader framework, Shiraz emerged after the Islamic conquest as a major economic
and political center in Fars, and its minting activity became increasingly important in relation to regional
trade, administrative integration, and the financial needs of successive governments. Because of its
advantageous geographic position and its connections to inland and maritime exchange networks, Shiraz
developed into an important center of circulation and monetary production, and its mints came to support
both domestic transactions and wider commercial interactions (Rezaei Baghbidi, 2014; Treadwell, 2001). In



the earliest Islamic centuries, the mint output of Shiraz retained strong affinities with Arab-Sasanian
coinage, indicating that the transition from Sasanian to Islamic monetary forms was gradual rather than
abrupt. Early issues from the city still reflected inherited visual traditions, including Pahlavi features,
Sasanian-style motifs, and familiar compositional arrangements, yet over time these were progressively
displaced by Arabic inscriptions, Islamic formulae, and simplified epigraphic designs (Miles et al., 1984;
Rezaei Baghbidi, 2014). The elimination of royal Sasanian imagery and its replacement by declarations such
as the shahada and other Islamic expressions signaled not only a stylistic shift but also a restructuring of
political language in the monetary sphere. The article therefore argues that the mint history of Shiraz
before the Buyids illustrates a layered transition in which old iconographic habits survived within a
changing ideological and administrative environment. This transitional coinage is especially important
because it shows how local mint production could preserve traces of regional tradition while
simultaneously participating in the project of Islamicization advanced by Umayyad and Abbasid
authorities (Miles et al., 1984; Treadwell, 2001).

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach grounded in the combined use of historical
texts, numismatic evidence, and relevant scientific scholarship on coin composition. Its method includes
examination of classical historical and numismatic sources concerning Islamic minting and monetary
reform, comparative reading of evidence concerning Shiraz as a mint center, and analysis of the changing
design, inscriptions, metallic quality, and political function of coins issued in different periods. Rather
than limiting the inquiry to a single dynasty or a single group of coins, the article compares the position
of Shiraz across several successive phases, from the early Islamic centuries to the Buyid period and its
aftermath. This comparative structure allows the study to address a series of connected questions: how
political change affected minting in Shiraz; how the city’s coinage moved from Sasanian-derived forms
to more fully Islamic types; how metallic fineness and mint practice may reflect changing fiscal
conditions; and how the mint of Shiraz functioned within the wider monetary system of Islamic Iran. The
analysis also benefits from the larger body of technical work on Iranian silver coins, which demonstrates
that compositional variation can serve as evidence for differences in metal supply, refining practice,
economic stress, and mint organization (Haji Valiiei et al., 2008; Khademi Nadooshan, 2011; Masjedi Khak et
al., 2013; Neyestani et al., 2014; Oliaiy et al., 1999; Sodaei et al., 2013). By integrating narrative historical
evidence with numismatic interpretation, the article seeks to produce a more comprehensive account of
Shiraz as a monetary center whose coinage can illuminate wider structures of power, economy, and
identity (Rezaei Baghbidi, 2014; Treadwell, 2001).

The findings of the study indicate that the mints of Shiraz underwent clear and historically
meaningful transformations in response to shifts in regime type, ideological orientation, and economic
policy. In the early Islamic period, Shiraz continued older Sasanian-associated minting patterns while
gradually incorporating Islamic elements, showing that monetary change operated through adaptation
rather than rupture. Under the Umayyads and early Abbasids, the city’s coinage increasingly abandoned
royal imagery and moved toward epigraphic expression, thereby participating in the larger imperial effort
to create a recognizably Islamic monetary order (Miles et al., 1984; Rezaei Baghbidi, 2014; Treadwell, 2001).
The Buyid period marks a particularly important stage in this development. As Buyid authority expanded,
Shiraz became one of the principal minting centers of the dynasty, and its coinage reflected both continuity
with established Islamic forms and the assertion of a distinct regional and dynastic identity. Buyid issues
used royal and honorific titles, sometimes diminished the centrality of the Abbasid caliph’s name, and



exhibited stylistic features that reveal the intersection of local culture and political ambition (Miles et al.,
1984; Rezaei Baghbidi, 2014; Treadwell, 2001). The comparative evidence discussed in the article suggests
that coins from Shiraz differed from those of other Buyid-controlled regions in several respects, including
script usage, decorative tendencies, and perceived metallic quality. The study also emphasizes that
Shiraz’s mints were not merely passive production sites but active instruments of fiscal administration,
market regulation, and political messaging. Their role in supplying currency for regional exchange and
long-distance trade strengthened the city’s economic position, while the imagery and inscriptions chosen
for the coins helped communicate sovereignty, religious legitimacy, and dynastic prestige. In this sense,
Shiraz’s mint output can be read as a condensed historical record of changing balances between caliphal
authority, regional power, economic strategy, and cultural expression (Miles et al., 1984; Rezaei Baghbidi,
2014; Treadwell, 2001).

In conclusion, the study demonstrates that the coins and mints of Shiraz after Islam provide a
valuable lens through which to understand the intertwined history of economy, politics, and ideology in
Islamic Iran. Shiraz remained a major monetary center from the earliest Islamic centuries through the
Buyid period and beyond, and the evolution of its minting practices reflects both continuity and
transformation in the structures of rule. The city’s coinage moved from forms deeply marked by Sasanian
visual inheritance to increasingly Islamic and dynastic expressions, while changes in inscription,
iconography, and metallic quality reveal the effects of administrative reform, regional autonomy, and
economic fluctuation. The evidence also shows that minting in Shiraz served multiple functions at once:
it facilitated exchange, supported state finance, stabilized monetary life, and projected claims to power
and legitimacy. A close examination of the coinage of Shiraz therefore enriches our understanding of how
local and regional centers shaped the monetary history of post-conquest Iran and how coins themselves
operated as durable records of historical transformation.
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